	LEARNING AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Children should learn:
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES


	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children show they can:


PREPARATION

Before teaching this unit, the classroom teacher and instrumental teacher should meet to discuss the work and its particular emphasis for the class selected. They should agree objectives and outcomes for each session and their overall expectations for the whole unit.
	to value a different musical experience


	Class teacher

· Prepare the class for the unit by explaining that you will all need to work together and emphasising how much fun it will be.

· Tell the children about the instrumental teacher(s). Explain what they do and how they learnt their skills.

· Let the children know that they are going to perform music together at the end of this unit.
· Tell them that you will be learning too.

	Children

· look forward to learning to play a musical instrument




DEVELOPMENT

Each week, the class teacher and instrumental teacher(s) will either teach two separate, but linked, lessons or one longer integrated lesson in which they share the lead in lessons, supporting each other to develop children’s general musical skills. They should plan to cover the same learning objectives and related activities as this will help to reinforce and bring coherence to what the children learn over the year. Most of the following activities will take place repeatedly during the whole of the programme.
	Aims
(objectives will match outcomes)
Children should:
	Possible activities
	Most  children will:


	Some children will not have made as much progress and will:


	A few children will have progressed further and will:



	develop aural discrimination and aural memory skills

	· Perform or play a piece of recorded music to the children and ask them to describe what they hear. Encourage them to think about the musical elements, eg duration, pitch, tempo, dynamic .and possibly structure if they are able to spot rhythm patterns and melody shape.
· Talk about the way sounds are used to create different moods.
·  Play a variety of musical games to reinforce the children’s awareness of pulse, rhythm and pitch. These could include vocal and instrumental call and echo, and call and response patterns. Ask the class to copy simple rhythmic and melodic patterns using their voices, body percussion and, when appropriate, instruments. 

Children may:

· move to music -high/low relating to sound, feeling the beat etc.
·  sing or give other musical responses to the register

·  explore range of sounds 

·  clap/march/play at different speeds and dynamics (p,,f)

·  learn about pulse/beat groupings - play on different beats of the bar


	· recognise and discriminate between the basic musical elements  and have  some awareness of tone quality

· recognise and convey in their music-making simple rhythmic and melodic patterns, e.g ostinati, repetitions of melodic phrases

· discuss mood of music being played 
· copy rhythmic/ melodic motifs with a fair degree of accuracy and with confidence
	· recognise familiar rhythmic and melodic patterns

· describe different moods and extend their range of musical vocabulary

· attempt to repeat a simple pulse/ rhythm pattern with help 


	· copy rhythms and melodies accurately and confidently. 

· refer to the musical elements when describing characteristics of music heard. 

· recognise and respond to different beat groupings.

· memorise longer more complex phrases 

	develop musical thinking skills (internalising)

	· Sing songs and/or chant rhymes, then miss out words and replace them with actions. As instrumental skills develop this can be transferred to playing e.g. use sound and silence - clap/play 4 beats rest 4 beats; use actions on rests in children’s pieces
· Perform a piece to the children several times, varying the tempo each time. On some repeats, ask the children to make a sound,

     gesture or action to indicate rests or sections of silence

	· internalise sounds by singing, chanting and ‘playing’ parts in

their heads  maintaining the pulse in a whole class activity

· do the above in an ensemble situation (different layers/ parts)
	· internalise sounds by singing, chanting and ‘playing’ parts in

      their heads
· attempt to stay in time with others while internalising music in a whole class activity


	· internalise sounds by singing, chanting and ‘playing’ parts in their heads          independently

· be able to do the above alone in an ensemble activity or lead others



	develop technical control of the voice and instrument

	· Develop the children’s singing technique by playing vocal games and activities.
· Teach the care of the instrument, rest position, playing position.

· Teach by demonstration and simple musical exercises/ games how to produce sound from the instrument whilst  encouraging the development of appropriate technical skills. Depending on the instrument, concentrate on developing the children’s posture, tone production, tone quality and intonation, articulation, coordination, breathing, fingering and embouchure. 

	· sing in tune 
· play with developing technical control 
· show some control of the musical elements (pitch, tempo, dynamics and tone quality)


	· follow the contour of the melody when

singing
· be able to produce a sound on their instrument  

	· display a natural flare for singing and/ or playing their instrument, already playing in a relaxed style with freedom of movement and generally correct technique. 
· Sing and play with developing expression 

	explore and play rhythmic and melodic patterns


	· Use warm-up exercises and activities to help the children feel a steady pulse and clap rhythm patterns against the pulse.

· Use a backing accompaniment such as a CD or electronic keyboard to keep a steady pulse and teach the children rhythmic activities, e.g. copying/echo, question and answer, putting different rhythms together.
· Transfer rhythmic skills to one note on instrument. 
· Introduce pitch games and melodic patterns. Use a restricted pattern of notes (2, 3 or 4) and ask the children to copy them.


	· perform  maintaining a steady pulse
· play rhythmic and melodic patterns accurately

· 
	· play with some sense of the pulse; 
· put rhythmic patterns together with some help
· 
	· recognise how patterns fit together
· perform, create and maintain their own rhythmic patterns confidently 
· make effective use of the silent beats



	create and develop  musical ideas


	· Ask children to invent own for others to copy or to improvise  answering patterns as they become more confident and experienced
· Children may improvise and compose sound effects for a story or short sound pictures such as a storm or ghosts. Teachers should demonstrate “alternative” sound ideas on their own instruments e.g. using mouthpieces only, bowing behind the bridge, tremolo.
	· create their own short rhythmic and melodic patterns

· improvise simple vocal or played responses

· recognise how musical elements can be used together to compose descriptive music
	· create descriptive music, that uses a sequence of sounds (often sound effects)
	· improvise and compose with growing confidence and imagination

· work with others to combine sounds and create music with different layers

	play simple pieces, developing individual and ensemble skills and linking sound to visual signals/ written symbols.  
	· Encourage children to follow a conductor/leader (teacher or child) for corporate sound and action e.g. starting and finishing exercises

· Teach names of notes as appropriate

· Teach, rehearse and refine simple tunes from memory. 

· Use hand signs/ written symbols e.g. sound squares, rhythm symbols (teacher’s or children’s own) 

· Standard notation may be introduced for rhythm patterns starting with crotchets and quavers - use flash cards

· Pitch notation may be used for notes played on instrument, combining with known rhythms - use flash cards, quiz sheets

· Play simple tunes from music if used 
	· learn to play short pieces from memory, symbols or notation with increasing confidence and control

· maintain a simple ensemble part


	· take part in class performance  with some awareness of other performers
	· play longer phrases confidently from memory

· play short, simple phrases/tunes at sight by reading and understanding the notation/ symbols
· maintain a more complex part with

awareness of how the different parts fit together and achieve the overall intended effect

	reflect and evaluate
	· Ask children to comment on their own and others’ performances e.g. how well they kept together, problems arising, appropriate tempo for style, how well the mood was conveyed

· Encourage children to notice when their instrument “doesn’t sound right”(e.g. out of tune or technical problems leading to sound distortion) and verbalise a possible solution if they can
	· talk about the quality of their music-making, e.g. what went right and what could be improved, using appropriate vocabulary
	· say what they liked about a performance and what they enjoyed or found easy/ challenging 
	· talk about the quality of their performance  and suggest ways in which a piece can be improved and developed
· help others to develop their ideas

	learn how music reflects the time and place in which it is created
	· Give the children the opportunity to listen to different styles of music played on the instrument or others of the instrumental family they are learning. 

When playing different pieces talk about how people would have listened to them when they were first performed. Does this music make you think of different times or places? What clothes might people have worn when listening to this music? Where would it have been performed? Did this affect the music?

· Encourage children to talk about the music they listen to at home.

Possible extension activities

· Ask some children to do a research project on musical instruments and ensembles from around the world using IT/books/recordings.  
· Suggest possible websites for some children to explore music on the internet, eg  downloading MIDI and audio files.


	· discuss how music can reflect when and where it was created
	· know something about the instrument they are learning and listen to live performances and recordings of music played on it 
	· discuss how music can reflect when and where it was created with reference to other art forms/ musical experiences 


CELEBRATION

At the end of the unit, the children celebrate their musical achievements by performing a concert to an audience (perhaps to other children in an assembly, or for parents). The class teacher and the instrumental teacher(s) should work together to plan this and make sure the children are ready for the performance.
	rehearse pieces for performance


	· Tell the children about the forthcoming concert performance. Ask them to suggest which pieces to play.

· Ask them to identify the passages of their part that they need to improve and encourage them to improve their own performance.

· Ask them to listen to the other parts as they play and to discuss the balance of dynamics and phrasing. Discuss ways to improve the overall effect.

· Begin and end with stillness when performing together

· Play for an audience  (real or imaginary)


	· refine and improve their performance of a number of pieces



	perform to others

	· Take part in concert/assembly

· Make sure that the children are confident about their performance and help them to understand how different occasions and venues affect performance.
· Talk with the children about what they are going to wear for the performance, how they are going to walk on and off the performance area, how they are going to sit or stand while playing, and how they are going to acknowledge applause at the end of each piece and at the end of the concert.
· If the performance is a “sharing assembly” children should be given opportunities to practise speaking/reading if required. This type of assembly may allow a small group to perform a composition or children to hold up music that they have written themselves such as their own sound squares or a demonstration of other aspects of the year’s work as well as pieces/songs.

	· present a performance effectively, with an awareness of audience, venue and occasion

· show increased confidence and self-esteem
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