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Hertfordshire Songwriter 2012 Competition 

Writing songs/composing in instrumental lessons.
Chord Approach

If the pupil is learning a harmony instrument you might start by helping them develop a chord progression using chords from one key.

It doesn’t have to be complicated. Changing between 2 chords, e.g. D and Em is fine.

You can create development and progression by using a different chord in the chorus or vary the texture by breaking the chords in the verse and using strumming or playing block chords in the chorus.
You might also create a rhythmic harmony by syncopating the chord changes when pupils get more confident.
If you encourage the pupil to record this on a mobile phone or an mp3 recorder, they could upload this to the Songwriter website at www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/songwriter2012 and other pupils across the county could download it and sing over it.
The next step in the lesson could be for the pupil to improvise a tune while you play the chords, or you could both improvise a call and response type tune, if you play back the chords as a recording.

Riff Approach

Beginners on all instruments can make riffs up with just 2 or 3 notes, and will often come up with something that sounds pretty good, if you encourage them to syncopate.

If you’re teaching a group lesson you could invite one pupil to develop a riff and a second to develop an answer, so you end up with one longer riff. Inverting notes is a good way to develop.
Again, the next step might be to record the riff for the pupils to improvise over.

Remember lots of songs use one riff all the way through to build up tension

Melody Approach

You might play a chord progression on piano (see above for suggestions) for the pupil to improvise a melody line over. If you/they record it, they can use it to practice over between lessons.
You might encourage the pupil to use ‘question and answers’ to help develop balanced phrases, and to use longer notes in the chorus to release tension. 
Advice on recording lessons. 

Most mobile phones can record well enough to get a basic idea down. Many pupils will probably have the latest IPhone that will do it really well.

You can buy mp3 recorders from round about £100 or use the freeware Audacity, if you or the pupil have access to a laptop. This will also let you overdub vocals or other parts.
If you’re planning on uploading backing tracks or completed songs to the Songwriter website, you need to ensure that the recording device or software is set up to save or export Audio as Mp3 bitrate 128
www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/songwriter2012
M.Davidson, April 2011
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