Songwriter 2012 Suggestions for writing lyrics

General advice and rule breaking.
You might start by free-styling what comes into your head.
Keep it light and funny. You can always go back and change things afterwards.

(Remember that the final lyrics will need to be Radio friendly to be on the chart.)

Lyrics don’t have to rhyme, Check out; The Smiths

Lyrics don’t have to make sense.

The best lyrics are memorable and fit the music.

All the band can suggest lyrics, not just singers.

Suggested approaches

Music Before Lyrics You could start by singing a melody line and rhythms  suggested by parts in the music the music, and then let this develop….

Or …..you could start with Lyrics First, beginning by thinking or talking about a subject and then turning it into a lyric. Check out the suggested subjects below.

Suggested Subjects

Journey Song
Imagine a visit somewhere. Describe the route, scenery and how you’re travelling

Check out;  Route 66  A Blues song about a famous road across USA.

Character Song

Imagine you’re  a character. Can be good or bad. Tell a story from their point of view

Check out;  Stan, Eminem

Advice Song
Use the lyric to offer someone help, help or advice
Check out;  A Message to You Rudi, The Specials

Place song 
Imagine a place you know. Make up a story about some people there.

Check out;  Waterloo Sunset, The Kinks

Hero Song

Write about someone who inspires you, could be a friend, family, or a musical hero.

Check out;  Master Blaster Stevie Wonder (about Bob Marley)

History Songs
Write about  the history of your family, class or culture

Check out;  Buffalo Solider, Bob Marley, about Black soldiers fighting in the American civil war

Protest Songs
Write about something that annoys or upsets you. Could be bullying, homework exams, war, prejudice, political issues…
Check out;   
Answer song
Make up a reply to another song, perhaps one that annoys you? Borrow a line from it as a starting point.
Check out
Environment Song

Sing about what’s going on in your street, what you see when you go out your door. Has it changed, or is changing?

Revision Song/Rap

Make up a Rap about a school subject you need to revise
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