Feedback and Advice from Young Music Leadership Ambassador Day 
Stevenage Music Centre, 11th December 2011

12 young people aged 12-19
Favourite bands/songwriters/ what’s good about them?
Bon Iver, Ed Sheeran, The Kooks, Pegasus Bridge, Florence and the Machine. Fleet Foxes, Laura Marling., Mumford and songs
Bullet for my Valentine, because they’re exciting, melodic, their songs are very thick, lots of different layers,  harmonies and musical techniques.
Ed Sheeran/ Fusion between folk/hip hop Raw Lyrics

Paolo Nutini and the Kooks/Lyrics are good
Lady Gaga/ daring

Maaz/whole diff sound

Mickiminaj/Lyrics ……………………………………..all one of a kind

Taylor Swift

Noah and the whale

Alicia Keys, writes meaningful songs with really good lyrics and really catchy backing tracks.

Frank Turner

The edge

Makes helps?

Being with the band.

Working with the band, just going for it

Listening to other songs, peace and quiet.

It helps knowing what you want to write about

Use artists for inspiration and ideas

Watching filmsor writing stories

Getting inspiration from other lyrics

When I’ve experienced something, I’ll write about it, e,g someone else becoming ill, or losing a friend etc.

Inspiration, like things that have happened

It helps if I have a specific situation and express the words through the song

Makes it difficult.

Stress, when there’s lots of stuff needs doing

Being forced

Difficult if I have no ideas

Writers block!

\particularly boring week/day

How do you feel after you write a song?
Confident,

Happy, glad
Great, happy, 

Accomplished and inspired to perform and record.

Enthused, accomplished

Accomplished and good

Excited and skipping like accomplished

Happy

I either feel really good, or completely awful.

Who gives you feedback?

My father and guitar teacher, sometimes singing teacher, music teacher

Family, tell me how I can improve what’s good etc
Parents and music teachers

Family, public once its available online

Our audience and fan base
My band, if they say it doesn’t suit the song I change it

Audience-fans

My parents, yeah, they always /sometimes give me constructive criticism so I can 
improve.
Most often my sister, she’s so she’s pretty honest. Helps because she’s so honest

What’s your musical ambition/ what do you need to get there?

Doing lots of gigs, everywhere and working with other musicians/ more experience of writing new music and meeting more people.

To entertain and inspire, play at a big venue

Singer, guitarist, songwriter, writing metal songs in a successful band.

To become a successful singer/songwriter/
Have my music and the band heard across a wide audience and be successful and respected in what we do/

Write successful recognised pop songs. Continue writing music, networking collabing

Pure dedication to music and for people to love our music

with as many people as 
Dedication, inspiration, believing in yo’self and kno pro performer with many peeps who love our music
Release some albums/contacts, money and time.

Just for people to hear some of my songs/just promoting it more.

What advice do you have for other young Songwriters?
Keep at it!

Always write songs, don’t give up

Collaborate with as many people as possible. Listen to as much variety/quantity of music

Go to a peaceful isolated place and focus.

Take regular breaks, get inspiration from other bands, look at lyrics, listen to songs, practise improvising. Get your teacher to help you practise improvisation and the techniques behind it.

Always be active, don’t give up

Write about things that people can relate to and have fun with it.

Write you songs about anything, don’t follow the crowd, because its what makes you different that gets you noticed.

Have confidence in themselves, and ask others for advice.
